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From bestselling and award-winning author Andrew Clements, a quirky, imaginative tale about

creative thought and the power of words that will have readers inventing their own words.Is Nick

Allen a troublemaker? He really just likes to liven things up at school -- and he's always had plenty

of great ideas. When Nick learns some interesting information about how words are created,

suddenly he's got the inspiration for his best plan ever...the frindle. Who says a pen has to be called

a pen? Why not call it a frindle? Things begin innocently enough as Nick gets his friends to use the

new word. Then other people in town start saying frindle. Soon the school is in an uproar, and Nick

has become a local hero. His teacher wants Nick to put an end to all this nonsense, but the funny

thing is frindle doesn't belong to Nick anymore. The new word is spreading across the country, and

there's nothing Nick can do to stop it.
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At long last! An early reader chapter book designed to give full all-encompassing glory to language

itself! Sort of. I first heard about "Frindle" some five years ago when it was burning up the

bookshelves across the country. Kids couldn't get enough of the semi-raucous tale of one boy's

attempt to make a contribution to the English language. Cleverly, author Andrew Clements has

created a book that doesn't fall back into the old good vs. bad/teacher vs. student riff we all know so

well. Though a book that is written with fairly young readers in mind, it successfully renders huge



themes in bite size portions. Nick Allen is used to getting great ideas. Who could forget his fabulous

third grade attempts to turn his classroom into a sunny tropical isle in the dead of winter? Or his

successful utilization of bird calls to annoy a fourth grade prof? But now Nick has come across a

real challenge and her name is Granger. Mrs. Granger. As the woman in charge of the elementary

school's language arts, Mrs. Granger is a true aficionado of the wonders of the dictionary. After

tangling, and losing, with the clever teacher, Nick springs upon a brilliant idea. Why not add his own

little word to the world's vocabulary? The idea comes to him in a flash, and before you know it he's

grabbed the nearest pen and renamed it "frindle". As Mrs. Granger retaliates, defending (what in her

mind is) the perfectly serviceable and already existing word "pen", frindle's popularity and publicity

grows and grows. Yet in the end, it seems as though Nick was playing into Mrs. Granger's hands all

along. Accompanied by the really well wrought and beautifully designed illustrations of Brian

Selznick, the book is just a low-key amusing look at how words affect people.
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